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Court and the Tories-, and helped to soften the acrimony of
political warfare.
Throughout the Session the Ministerial majorities con-
tinued to be small and uncertain; but it was all along
evident that the Government would not be turned out, that
the leaders of the Opposition did not wish to turn them out,
and that the differences which prevailed in the Tory party
rendered it anything but desirable a change should take place.
Consequently, for one reason or other, the Government were
never pressed hard upon any points on which defeat would
have compelled thorn to resign, The greatest, most hard-
fought, and lengthened contest was upon Stanley's Irish
Eegistration Bill, which was admirably devised as a party
measure, very ably worked, and in support of which the
whole body of the Tories came down, night after night, with
a constancy, xeal, and unanimity, really remarkable. Their
repeated majorities elated them to such a pitch that they
were ready, one and all, to relinquish everything else, to
come and vote on those questions. It was evident, however,
that all their exertions would be foiled by the determination
of their opponents to interpose such delays and obstacles as
must prove fatal to the measure 5 and it was not the least
judicious part of Stanley's management when he came down
to the House, and, after his long series of victories, an-
nounced that he had abandoned his Bill for this year. It
was an extremely embarrassing question to Government,
aaid one upon which they could not appear in a favourable
point of view* On one hand they were compelled to aid and
abet their Irish allies in their opposition to this Bill, so fatal
as it would have been to their influence in all the vexatious
and unfair modea which they adopted; and on the other
hand it showed how little this self-called Reform Ministry
cared for any measure of Beform, or rather how heartily
they were opposed to any of which the tendency would be
injurious to their own political influence. There never was
a simpler question of Eef onn than this, a clearer case of
wrong, or one which more loudly demanded a remedy; but
&e wrong was one by which they largely benefited, and